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Welcome to this Mid-Season Update for Volunteers. 
 
The season is now well on its way, despite the best efforts of the English climate!  The National Trust 
attractions on the Island are looking really good, and attracting plenty of visitors.  The list of special 
events is impressive offering something for everyone. 
 
The National Trust Walks which formed part of the Isle of Wight Festival of Walking have been well 
supported, and volunteers joining in these tell of the infectious enthusiasm of the walk leaders - reports 
and anecdotes in the full Autumn Newsletter. 

More Help Needed, Please 

Mottistone Jazz   Friday 14th July and Saturday 
15th July 
Arrangements are now well underway for the 
National Trust’s biggest fundraising event on the 
Island. Please encourage your friends, relations, 
neighbours and colleagues to come along to make 
this an enjoyable and successful event!  Tickets are 
£15 available from the National Trust Shop in 
Brighstone and can be purchased over the phone 
(01983 740689) using a credit/debit card or from 
the County Press Shop in Newport. 
 
Can you display an A4 poster in your local area? 
In the village shop, pub or suchlike. 
 
Help on the night - especially the Saturday 
Heather Bradshaw says, “Without the support of 
all of you who help on the night this event could 
not take place - however this year we specially 

need additional offers of help for the Saturday 
evening. A sandwich buffet, tea, coffee and cold 
drinks will be 
a v a i l a b l e 
throughout the 
evening in the 
barn for helpers. 
As last year, we 
are able to offer 
everyone who 
helps two staff 
passes to attend on the night on which they are not 
on duty”   Please consider coming along and 
helping on the evening - the form below should be 
returned to Heather Bradshaw by 10th June. 
Those of you who helped last year should already 
have received a letter, and if you have already 
returned your form, Thank You! 

Reply Form 
Mottistone Jazz 14th &  15th July 2006 
Name:                                 Tel:                             Email: 
Address: 

I would like to help on the evening of Friday 14th � �  Saturday 15th �  

I would like ONE* / TWO* staff passes for the night I am not on duty.  
I do not require any staff passes*  (*please delete as appropriate) 
Please return this form as soon as possible but no later than 10th June to: 
Heather Bradshaw, The National Trust, Longstone Farmhouse, Strawberry Lane, Mottistone, Isle of 
Wight PO30 4EA or email to Heather.Bradshaw@nationaltrust.org.uk 
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Raffle Ticket Sellers urgently needed 

 
The National Trust Raffle gives a real opportunity for us to attract funding for special projects at our 
Island attractions.  This year the three projects identified are: 

A replacement model 
searchlight for  the  
Old Battery to replace 
the one that has now 
seen better days. It has 
to be a working model 
and robust enough to 
withstand use by chil-
dren. The current 
model and its prede-
cessor were both bat-
tery operated which 

meant batteries had to be frequently replaced.  This 

time it would be nice to have a mains powered 
model, via a transformer of course, with a timer to 
switch it off. 
 
These three projects are especially worthwhile, so 
many thanks to those of you who have already vol-
unteered to take stints selling raffle tickets at the 
properties.  However, more of us are needed! Be-
low is a spreadsheet with the gaps to fill - if you 
are able to help please fill in the form and return it 
as usual to Heather Bradshaw at The National 
Trust Office, Longstone Farmhouse, Strawberry 
Lane, Mottistone, Isle of Wight, PO30 

A new greenhouse at 
Mottistone Manor  
Garden, where the 
existing one is badly in 
need of replacement. 
This would  provide  
truly long term benefit 
- more and better 
plants for the Garden 
itself, but also a much 
enhanced ‘offer’  to 
visitors: after all keen 

gardeners, and many of us who just enjoy looking,  
will know the pleasure of seeing a special plant in 
a great garden, and then being able to go home 
with a living memento. Incidentally, the one 
photographed is in the Botanic Garden in 
Copenhagen. Something similar would be a tad 
over the top at Mottistone! 

A model windmill for 
Bembr idge to show 
v i si tors how a 
windmill worked. The 
model  i n  t he 
photograph is of  
Pitstone Green mill, a 
N at i onal  T r ust 
p r o p e r t y  i n 
Buck i nghamshi re. 
This model took two 
years to build but did 

win an award at the 1991/1992 Model Engineering 
Exhibition in London.  Perhaps it will be 
impossible to commission a model as intricate as 
this but something like this would add to a visit to 
Bembridge and be a valuable teaching aid. 
 

 
Mottistone Manor Gardens 

Date Event Time Tick 

Friday 14th July Mottistone Jazz TBC   
Saturday 15th July Mottistone Jazz TBC   

Mon 28th August Bank Holiday 14:00 – 16:00   

  

Needles Old Battery 

Sunday 25th June Victorian Re-Enactment 11:30 – 14:00   

Sunday 25th June Victorian Re-Enactment 14:00 – 16:30   

Tuesday 15th August VJ Day 11:30 – 14:00   
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TO ALL STAFF &  VOLUNTEERS  
 

you and your family are invited to a 
 

BARBECUE at 
 

MOTTISTONE MANOR GARDENS 
 

On THURSDAY, 3rd AUGUST 
 

at 7pm 
 

 

Cost to cover food (burger, sausage, jacket potato, bread roll & salads) 
£3 for adults, £1 for children (14 and under) 

DRINKS NOT SUPPLIED - PLEASE CAN YOU BRING YOUR OWN 
 

Ball games allowed in orchard area 
(DOGS ALLOWED ON LEADS) 

 

PLEASE BRING A TORCH 
 

The gate will be manned to let people in between 7pm and 7.30pm. From 7.30pm it will 
be closed, if possible, please arrive by then or let us know in advance if you are likely to 
be late! Parking is available in the Manor car park. 
If you are able to help at all it would be really appreciated ± the more the merrier.  
Please return the slip below to the Longstone Office with your payment by Thursday, 27th 
July.  Tel: 741020 for further info. 

 
Name:……………………………………………….. Contact tel. Number:
………………….. 
 
Number of adults: ……………………………………………………………….… @£3 each 
Number of children: …………………………………………………………………. @ £1 each 
 
How many of the above (if any) require vegetarian food ……………………………… 
Amount enclosed   £………………………… (cheques payable to the National Trust) 
 
If you are able to help, please indicate below: 

 
 
 
 
 

 
To: The National Trust, Longstone Farmhouse, Strawberry Lane, Mottistone, IW PO30 4EA 

  No. able to help     No. able to help 

Lighting BBQ 6pm     Helping set-up 6:15 onwards   

Manning the gate 6:45 ± 7:30pm     Helping clear up afterwards   
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Volunteer ‘Welcomers’ are urgently needed at the Needles 
Battery. 
 
The Needles Old Battery is going from strength to strength and more 
volunteer welcomers are needed to support the National Trust team of staff 
there.  This is enjoyable and rewarding for anyone who likes meeting people, 
and is enthusiastic about the Needles Battery itself, as well as The National 
Trust in general.  The volunteer welcomers provide extra pairs of hands to 
welcome visitors, tell them where everything is, and help in the shop if 
necessary. Have a look at the website to remind you of what is going on 
there - www.theneedlesbattery.org.uk . Once again, do give Heather 

Bradshaw a ring if you think this might be for you. 

Your Stor ies wanted for the next Volunteers’ Newsletter ! 
 
The Autumn Newsletter will feature each of the National Trust attractions on the Island, with some 
highlights of the 2006 season together with A Day in the Life of a Volunteer at each location - volunteers 
get scribbling now, please! Maybe what you write about will be the amalgam of more than one day, but 
that’s OK.  And pictures would be great, too.  Meanwhile, we hope you have found this Update useful - 
it forms an important link between the National Trust and you, helping to support the work of the staff 
here on the Island.  You may contact the editors through the Webmaster email link at:  
http://www.theneedlesbattery.or.uk/contact.shtml 
Barbara and Robin - Volunteer Editorial Team 

Whilst every care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of the information contained in this newsletter, neither the National Trust nor the 
contributors can accept responsibility for its contents. Produced by Barbara Bryant, Robin Day & Heather Bradshaw, Volunteer Co-ordinator, 
The National Trust, Longstone Farmhouse, Strawberry Lane, Mottistone, Isle of  Wight PO30 4EA 

Key Contacts 
The National Trust, Longstone Farmhouse, Strawberry Lane, Mottistone, Isle of Wight  PO30 4EA 

Phone:  01983 741020 
Fax:   01983 741154   

Email:  heather.bradshaw@nationaltrust.org.uk 
  patricia.iles@nationaltrust.org.uk                
  isleofwight@nationaltrust.org.uk                                                                                 

Out and About -  in the countryside of the Island 
The National Trust on the Island manages some of the most special countryside in southern England.  
There are great opportunities to explore these areas, and to learn how to understand them better, on 
organised walks led by the National Trust. There is a nominal charge for the walks reduced to £1 for NT 
members. No pre-booking necessary for the walks featured below. Any further information from the 
Office on 01983 741020  
 
Around Newtown: (sorry, no dogs)  
Tree lichens and air quality  - practical fieldwork on lichens to monitor air quality. 
Wednesday 21st June 1.30 to 3.30pm. Meet Newtown Old Town Hall Car Park 
Mud Mud glorious mud ± Discover the variety of animals associated with the mud in the estuary. 
Wednesday 28th June 1.30 to 3.30 pm.  Meet Newtown Old Town Hall Car Park 
 
St Cather ine' s Point (sorry no dogs) 
Discover St Catherine’s point ±Find out about the landscape history and wildlife of this spectacular 
landslip. Steep slopes and some stiles.   
Monday, 31st July  2 pm to 4 pm  Meet Windy Corner car park 


