WRECK OF A LARGE SAILING
SHIP NEAR THE NEEDLES

SUFFERINGS OF THE CREW
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SPLENDID RESCUE OF THIRTY MEN BY
THE ROCKET APPARATUS

EXCITING SCENES
NARRATIVES OF THE SURVIVORS

One of the most disastrous wredks which have
occurred for many years on the Island coast took
place on Saturday night, when the full-rigged
ship Irex ran onshore, under stressof weaher, in
Scratchell’s Bay, off the Neadles Battery. The
Irex was a new sted-built full-rigged ship, o
2248 tons register, with a aew of 36 hands all
told, commanded by Captain Hutton, onher first
voyage with a cargo o 3600 tons of iron
sewerage pipes for Rio Janiero. She was owned
by Capt. Clink and ahers. We have recaved the
foll owing accourts from our correspondents:

[From our Totland Bay Correspordent.]
On receipt of a telegram abou ten o-clock on
Sunday morning at the Coastguard Station,
Totland Bay, from Hurst Castle Signa Station,
informing the officer that a ship near the Neealles
was in want of the lifeboat, the usual rockets
were fired and a mounted messenger was at once
despatched to summon the boat’s crew. While
preparations were being made for the launching
of the lifeboat, small bodes of men were dready
to be seen wending their way toward Scratchell’s
Bay, the scene of the wredk, by the time that the
launch was effected some 200 persons had
asembled on the diffs overlooking the Bay.
The lifeboat was taken in tow by the outward-
boundstean collier Hampshire. The captain of
the Hampshire, on tearing the lifeboat rockets,
although he had proceeded nearly as far as the

Nedalles, immediately put back to render an
invaluable ad most praiseworthy service.
Steaming out at abou half-speed the Hampshire
rounckd the Needles Lighthouse & a quarter to
twelve, and this brought the aew in sight of a
fine new steel three-master, the Irex,

STRANDED IN SCRATCHELL'SBAY
The llier still procealed with the lifeboat in
tow until 12:23, when the boat was cut adrift,
and she pulled away with a stealy stroke.
However after 20 minutes rowing, the red flag,
which denactes danger, was ®e flying from her
bow, and soon afterwards e was taken in tow
by the Hampshire again. During this time the
crowd onthe diffs had considerably increased,
and the general impresson was that the lifeboat
had come too far leeward and that ancther
attempt was abou to be made to gain the vessl
from the windward. She left the wllier the
seoond time & 1:30, and as de did na get so
nea the vessl as in the first attempt, bu turned
bad, all interest in the lifeboat seemed to drop
and the keenest attention was paid to

THE ROCKET APPARATUS
Which had arrived in the meantime from
Freshwater Bay. It is noteworthy that the
apparatus arrived on the downs outside the
Nedlles Fort exadly at one o-clock, and through
the ecdlent management of the officer in
charge (Mr Spilman) the necessary arrangements
had been made with the military authorities, and
the first rocket was fired from the inside of the
fort at 1:10 It was a splendid shat, fired by
Coastguard Hallet. The rope went clear over the
fore yardarm, it was then carried to the fore-top
by one of the shipwreded crew, and from that
time the whaole ship seemed to be dive with men
coming forward to the asdstance of the one or
two who were in the fore rigging. The deck was
being
SWEPT WITH HEAVY SEAS

from stern to stem, and it was impossble for the
men to get forward along the deck, so they had
to proceal by way of the rigging, the men aft
going from the mizzen-top to mizzen-top-gall ant
stay, from there to the main-top, and from the



main-top to main-top-galant stay to fore-top.
After sufficient strength had colleded at fore-
yard a haul was made & the rocket line, and by
2:40 the doulde whip was lashed and the hawser
was on leing pulled toward the ship, and it
had been made fast to the mast by quarter-past-
three— just abou two hous after the rocket had
been fired. Thistime had na been idly spent on
shore. Through the grea distance of the ship
from the diff, abou 400 fed, it was apparent
that there would na be rope enough with the
apparatus, bu through the kind permisson d
Magjor Playfair, every available yard of rope was
placel at the disposal of Mr Spilman, whase men
were busily engaged making long splices as fast
as it was possble, every man using the utmost
power to expedite matters. At one time it was
found that the hawser had become fastened
under a rock at the bottom of the diff and a
coastguard named Mayo at once descended, bu
only arrived at the baottom in time to seethe rope
freed by the combined energies of the workers at
the top. This result did nd, howvever, make his
gdlant attempt any the less brilliant. After the
hawser had been tightened and as the aadle was
neaing the ship for the first time alad was e,
in his attempt to get forward, to fall from the
rigging on to the deck, which was covered with
water. He re-ascended, bu afterwards came
down on &k only to be washed overboard.

THE ROCKET APPARATUS AT WORK
Thefirst man left the ship at five minutes to four,
and the sight of his coming along inspired the
workers to raise a heatfelt cheer, the poa
fellow, named John Niccolls, being safely
housed at four o-clock. Ample provisionsfor the
comfort of the rescued men was made in the Fort
by Master Gunrer Lloyd, whoisin charge of the
Nealles Battery. Good fires were made in the
rooms, and bkeds, with well-aired blankets, were
arranged dovn bah sides of the large room,
which presented the gpeaance of a haospital
ward. Dr Dean was in attendance, and as each
man was brought in he examined hm and gave
the necessary instructions befitting each case.
The secondman to arrive was in aterrible plight,
one am and e leg being lroken, and hs case
recaved the kindiest attention from Dr Dean,
whom attended personally to the sufferer's
requirements. This poa man was onfoll owed
by another with a broken leg and injured hea,
and he too receved the utmost attention. The
rescue work was dgill procealing under great

inconveniences, the gale, which had now
becwme acomplete hurricane, making operations
most difficult. The wind dove shingle and
pieces of chalk with such violence into the eyes
and faces of the rescuers that at times it was
amost impossble to see still there was no lack
of energy, and uncer the creful, cheering, and
most skilful diredions of Mr Spilman, every
man worked with will and perfect confidencein
a successful iswue. His Cheey, “Pull away lads,
we're life saving,” worked wonders, and more
than orce helped a fagged-out one to hang on
again. So the work went on. One by one the
men were hauled ashore, and at five o©clock
seven were saved and their severa wants
altended to. Messengers were despatched to
Totland Bay for more necessaries, and the good
supdy of bread and meda, buter, Brands
esence Liebig's extrad, &c., was much
appredated. As night was drawing on the crowd
onthe diff dwinded dowvn and the helpersin the
Fort needed rest and food.

SOLDIERS AID IN THE RESCUE
Col. Owen, R. A., arrived on the scene and at
oncedirected that the soldiers shoud be cdled in
to assst. The first detachment arrived from
Golden Hill abou eight o-clock, and when they
took onmost of the men who had been working
at the ropes for four hours had either badly
blistered hands or bloodshot eyes, and in some
cases bath. Wet through and wery fatigued, it
was a pity that some shelter could na be found
for them. To prevent unauthorised persons
gaining admittance to the inside of the Fort the
gates had been locked, bu before the military
arrived it was found recessary to keep the gates
seaured with another object — to allow no ore to
passout of the Fort, so that there shoud be no
lack of asgstance & the ropes. Dr Hollis arrived
a littl e later on, and hs valuable help was much
needed. The Rev. Eric J. S. Rudd came to offer
what consolation he wuld to the injured men,
and his offices were gratefully accepted. He was
again in attendance on Monday, together with
the Rev. P. Haythornthwaite. At a quarter to ten
23 hed been rescued, and at half-past ten a fresh
relay of soldiers arrived from Golden Hill.
When the twenty-third (a stowaway) was
brought ashore, he reported that there were six
more forward and ane lad aft, who was afraid to
venture dong the main stays. It was determined
to work on and clear the ship, bu it was found
impaossble to get the boy that night. The last of



the remaining six forward was got off at half-
past 12. The boy, wrapped in arug and

LASHED TO THE MAST

Was left there for the night. Communicdion
was kept up with the ship al night. On the
Monday morning Coastguard Madin and a
coloured man belonging to the ship went off and
brought the lad safely to land. The brilli ant and
skilful handiing of the rocket apparatus by Mr.
Spilman and hs gallant corps of coastguards
canna be too hghly praised. The record of the
saving of thirty lives in such feaful weather
beas witness to their heroism, skill and
judgement. As for Mr. Spilman, those who saw
him can best testify to his untiring energy and
cheaful demeanour, andto the confidence which
he inspired in every one. Mr. William Rogers
and Mr. David St. John are dso deserving of
natice for the suppat they gave to Mr. Spilman
in working the gea. In the other departments of
the work Major Playfair, Major Walford, Capt.
Symonds, Master Gunner Lloyd, Sergt.-Major
Thompson, Bomb. Reeves, and P.C. Helyer all
distinguished themselves in rendering what
asgstance was possble.  The Artillerymen
generdly worked grandly. Artificer-Sergt.
Wilmot, who had taken charge of the signal
telescope in the early part of the day, keeping
Mr. Spilman well informed of the movements on
board, aded as cook and steward when the
survivors were brought in. Mr. Orchard brought
some spirits and Mr. George Trevanion some
pill ows and kedding, which proved useful.

NARRATIVES OF THE SURVIVORS
The following particulars of the vessel, voyage,
crew, &c., were supgied by different survivors,
and are best given in their own words. One man
said: Our ship is the Irex, ouward boundfrom
Glasgow to Rio de Janeiro, with a cago of iron
pipes used in gas-works, and each weighing
abou thirty-threehunded weight. Sheis a stedl
built and rew; this is her first trip ou. She is
owned by Clink and Co., Greenock, and her
registered tonrege is 2248 tons. We have
between three ad four thousand tons aboard.
We left Glasgow on the 10" Decenber. The
cago shifted first day out and we put bak to
Greenock, had cargo re-stowed and started
again. It was blowing a gale of wind al the
time, and we have eperienced rough weaher
ever since. We have been beating abou in the
Irish Channel, and orce we got as far as the Bay

of Biscay, but had to pu badk again. In the
meantime, while knocking abou, two men were
disabled, ore with broken leg and lroken arm,
the other with broken leg. When off Falmouth
we begged the catain to run in and pu the
injured men ashore, bu he wouldn't, bu said he
would pu them on bard o any passng ship
going in. So we came on. No ore knew where
we were going and the catain would nd say.
The mate was asked to run her into pat, bu he
replied that he would sink her first. The narrator
went on to spe&k of the time when the vessel
struck the shore & 10:30 onSaturday night. He
saw the catain alongside a boat aft giving
orders for the boat to be got out. The catain,
the mate, and the boatswain were standing
together. One man got into the boat, but soon
got out again, and while talking together a big
sea swept over the poop and washed them
overboard. The seamen regained the ship, and
the others were not seen again. Since then,
continued the narrator, ou troudes have been
gred. The seawas washing over us, and | went
forward and got in the rigging, and remained
there dl night. At daybreak we made signals to
the lighthouse, and waited for help. During this
time the ship had been much damaged on deck.
There were two berths in the deck-house. One
was used by the old seaman “Harry” = we none
of us knew his other name. He had a broken leg
and couldn't get up the rigging. He was an dd
man, and had been injured some days, and as the
dek-houwse stood petty firm, we thought he
would be safe till the lifeboat came dongside,
for we @muld seethe lifeboat then, and we gave
the lifeboat credit for being able to save “Old
Harry” if nobaly else; but she went badk, and
when we saw the red flag

OUR HEARTS WENT DOWN
ten degrees. Abou ten minutes after the lifeboat
turned badk we saw a tremendous seawas right
through the house, carrying the old man with it.
He washed about on for a little while and then
got his finishing stroke through being thrown
against the poop. He is now jammed between
some pipes in ore of the hatches. Ancther one
drowned was a boy. He was a stupid boy, and
seansto havelost his nses. When wetold him
to come doft he wanted to go below, and no
inducement that we auld offer would make him
come up. At last he sat under one of the hatches,
until it swept away; and so he went from one
hatch to ancther till five were swept away, and



the last we saw of him was abou three o-clock
on Sunday afternoontrying to swim to the main
hatchway, where got jammed and was killed. |
was the man who went and got the rocket line. It
was
A GRAND SHOT

and ou hearts went up thirty degrees. After the
work was finished | was $nt ashore first to try
the rope, because we wanted the injured men to
come eay in their minds. That poa man who
came secondwith abroken arm and leg had been
crushed all night between a spar and winch on
the poop,and to hea his fearful, agonising cries
would have made you gty him. The narrator
went on to say that al the dothes, chests, and
money, abou twenty day's pay had al been
washed owerboard, bu he was very thankful that
so many kind friends had come to the rescue.
The narrator added that he had been to sea 22
yeas, and he animadverted strongly on the ship
and its management.

Anocther survivor said, 8God ke praised we
came ashore here® and then he described the
voyage very similarly to the precaling one, bu
the paint of interest was the immediate incidents
before the ves=l struck. He said aVe have had
bad weaher ever since we started on the 10"
Deceamber, and the catain was like amadman.
Poor fellow, he didn't know where he was going
and when we aked hm he oudnt tdl. We
bea upto St. Catherine's light, the dedric light,
and then came on and saw the Needles
lighthouse light. | reported land to the captain,
and after my telling him that he would na
wedher that light he ordered me doft to ore of
the sails, making the remark, af we donit
wedher it we must go somewhere dse®
Diredly | went aloft the captain went aft, and the
ship was headed straight for shore, and she cane
in as you nov seeher. After she struck | went
aft, and when the cgtain gave orders for the
boat to be put out, | helped and got in the boat,
but got out again quickly, because there was no
plug in the bottom. The seathen

SWEPT THE CAPTAIN, MATE, AND
BOATSWAIN OVERBOARD
| could na say whether they were in the boat or
nat, bu dont think they were in the boat. When
the catain, mate aad batswain were gone, |
made for the rigging and was up abou five
minutes eleven. When it was daylight, which we
had been praying for all night, | could seewhere
we were, and as the tide went down | went

below and got into the catain's cabin, which
was up to my waist in water, to see if | could
find the ship's papers and log book, bu after a
complete search found nahing. So there was no
acourt left of how the aptain had been steering
for the past two days, bu it is very evident he
was wrong somewhere, to be wredked off the
Isle of Wight outward boundfrom Glasgow to
Rio. Hethen gave the following list of names as
being aboard when the vessel left Glasgow:
Captain Hutton;, mate James Irvine; boatswain,
Ernest Hanson;, second mate, Mr. Red;
boatswain's mate, Charles Campbell; A.B. and
O.S., James Andrews, Alex Thompson, Wm.
Colquhoun, Robert Durrick, Stephen Carroll,
James Murray, Thomas Weeks, Ned Coallins,
Harry Moore, John Mcllroy, Dick Steane, Sam
Hughes, Isaac Rose, John Nicoolls, Harry
Duncan, George Brown, J. Durrick, @0ld
Harry®, apprentices, Laker, Hatchett, Jones,
Barham, Bonner, Scaffield, two stowaways,
Duffy, Robinson, cook, steward, sail-maker,
capenter, boy Olgivie * thirty-six al told. The
cgptain, mate, and boatswain, and oy Ogilvie,
%ld Harry,® and e other were drowned.
When asked if they had any rule for the men
coming ashore, the narrator replied that they
were sent ashore in the same rotation as they
came from mizzen and main. In the ourse of
Sunday morning, he further stated, they had
some ondensed milk and pat wine = al that
could be saved. There were plenty of provisions
on bard, bu they could na be got at. He alded
ashe was a fine ship, bu too much for three
masts -t+she ought to have been a four-master.
She was too much for the catain, and the
boatswain was frightened of her al the way, and
dedared he would to go under his father (whois
a catain) again® Severa of them understood
the rocket apparatus, bu could na get to work at
it until they had more strength. They were
obliged to cut one of the ropes because it was
entangled with the hawser, bu once in working
order it worked well.

The sewmnd man with kroken leg was
operated upon onMonday morning and is as
well as can be expeded. Thefirst oneis very ill
and littl e hopes are entertained for his recovery.
The lad who was |eft aboard iswell.

A MESSAGE FROM THE QUEEN
The foll owing telegram from Sir John Cowell, at
Osborne, was received by Mr. Todd, Totland
Bay, at 1250 onMonday. %please to telegraph



to me for the Queen's information hav many
persons have been saved and hav many lost in
the wred of the Irex, and where the survivors
are now.° The desired information was snt to
Sir Johnas onasit could be obtained, and the
news that the Queen was making inquiries abou
them cheeaed the shipwrecked men very grealy.
All the men who could be moved were mnwveyed
to Yarmouth and pu up a Mr. Butler's on
Monday night. They left Totland Bay abou
7:15.

The names of the six men left behind onMonday
ae & follows. - semnd mate, Mr.Red;
capenter, James Gilmour; able seanen, Moore,
and Richard Sterne; apprentices, Jones and
Sweffield.

The Irex has not moved, and she has been
visited by the owner's representative. The sea
was comparatively cdm on Thursday, and the
deds of the ship were dry. The body of the
seaman 20Id Harry® has been removed from the
ship.

[From our Freshwater Correspondent.]

Freshwater, .W., Mondhy.
The Irex struck at 10dclock on Saturday night,
and remained there withou being discovered,
until at nine or theregbouts on Sunday morning
she was $en and the darm was given. The
coxswain o the Totland Bay lifeboat signalled
the aew and proceaded thither in tow of a tug,
but to the surprise of the watchers on the shore
the boat did nd go near the helplessvessl. The
life-saving apparatus was then got into working
order and the hawser made fast to the vessd, and
to a seaure fixing inside the Needles Battery.
The news real rapidly and krought a large
number of persons on the scene from Freshwater
vill age, and also Brooke, Brighstone, Y armouth ,
and aher parts of the Iand. While the work of
preparing for the rescue was going on the crew
were sean hudded together in various parts of
the rigging, and ane young fellow was sen to
fall to the dedk, bu he quickly scrambled to the
shrouds and got aloft before the next sea broke
over her, athough apparently much hut. The
first and second men were got on shore by sheer
hard work through na enough men being on the
rope. It was then found that an apped was
necessary to those who had been orly too
anxious to render assstance but were denied
admittance to the Fort. The @ped was

responced to in true British style, and many
remained till | ate & night pulli ng the men ashore
with characteristic pluck and endurance, and the
officars of the R.A. were dl asgsting with
willi ng hands and valuable alvice.

[From our Yarmouth Corresponcent.]
The fine three-masted ship Irex, of Greenock,
from Glasgow to Rio Janeiro, with a cago of
pipes, stranded at 10 dclock on Saturday night
in Scratchell's Bay, near the Nealles. The
vessl since learing had encountered very bad
weaher and was running for shelter. An attempt
was made to launch a boat, and the master and
mate lost their lives. The vess filli ng fast, the
crew took to the rigging, where they had to
remain al through Saturday night and the greaer
part of Sunday. The vessl was first observed at
daybrek on Sunday, and the Totland Bay
lifeboat put off to the wreck in tow of a steamer.
All endeavours, however, to make the Irex
proved fruitless owing to the tremendows fa
running, and the boat returned. Subsequently,
with the ad of the rocket apparatus, a line was
got on bard and a hawser passd to the wredk.
The first man was landed onthe diff above the
Bay a 4 o'clock on Sunday afternoon, and
during the next hou five more were got to shore.
One of these poor fellows had an arm and leg
broken some days ago in a heary gale, and a
seanan simil arly disabled was washed ou of the
forecastle and downed. The ship caried 36
souls, two of them stowaways. The men had
taken refuge in al three tops, and thase from the
main and mizzen masts had to climb aong the
stays to the foremast, where the hawser from the
top d the diff was attached. One lad in dang
this fell to the ded, bu regaining his feet
climbed the rigging again. Six of the aew were
drowned . The diff on Sunday afternoon was
lined with spedators, who could distinctly see
the figures of the aew clinging for dear life to
the rigging. The wreck lies near the spot where
the sad fatality happened to the Corinne's boat
last summer.
INQUEST

On Wednesday morning the Coroner for the
Isand (E. F. Blake, Esqg.) held an inquest at the
Albion Hotel, Freshwater, onthe body of James
H. Irvine, first mate of the Irex, which was
washed into Freshwater Bay and remvered on
Monday evening. The following evidence was
adduced:-



Mark Rutter, a pensioner from the Royal
Artillery, living a Freshwater, deposed to
discovering the body of deceased in the water
nea the Esplanade, Freshwater Bay, Monday
evening. He immediately gave information to
the padice Two bodes had been seen duing the
afternoon, b it was not possble to seaure them
then.

Thomas Estella deposed that he belonged to
Belfast and hed been steward on bard the full -
rigged ship Irex since December. On the 10" of
Decamber they started from Greenock for Rio
Janeiro laden with iron gpes. The crew
consisted of 34, and they afterwards ascertained
that there were two stowaways on bard. When
they got off the Isle of Man the cargo shifted,
and they returned to Greenock. They started
again on the 24" December and anchored at
Belfast Lough the following day, as the wind
was against them. They stayed there till the 1%
January. Therewas aheary gale onthe 5™ in the
Channel, and six men were injured, two badly.
They were 14 days in the Bay of Biscay, and
could nd get beyondit. The argo shifted again,
and the aew went aft and asked the captain to
return, as the ship was making water and na fit
to proceal. The captain then pu badk to
Famouth, o which he lay to for the night and
the vess rolled badly. The captain steered for
Portland. On Saturday, the 25", the day was
foggy and the captan coud na take
observations, and we passed Portland. The same
evening the captain looked for the Shambles
light. He saw alight, which he took for that of a
pilot. The catain ordered the ship to be steered
for the light. In a minute they struck a rock.
This would be @ou 11:00pm. The cgtain at
once ordered the four boats to be ait adrift. The
mate was in ore boat looking for the plug which
fitted in the bottom of the boat, and the catain
was onthe leeside of the boat. A seathen struck
her and carried away the boat, the mate, and
cgptain. A witness sw the boat afterwards in
the water, and the deceased cdled ou but no ore
coud help hm. Saw the boat for two o three
minutes, going towards the rocks, and then lost
sight of it. A second loat was washed away at
the sametime. All hands went to the rigging and
stayed there during the night. One seaman, with
a broken leg, named Harry Grayson, was washed
out of the forecastle aad drowned, and a boy
named William Olgilvie was jammed undy a
spar. Two o threemen tried to get him free but

owing to the heavy sea they were obliged to
leave him and go to the rigging. A heavy sea,
however, released him, and he got into the main
hod, where he was drowned. The boatswain,
Ernest Hanson, was drowned in the cdin, and
on Sunday an apprentice named Hatchett was
washed owerboard. The rest of the aew and the
two stowaways were dterwards rescued by
means of the rocket apparatus. They were only
200 a 300yards from the land. The catain was
an experienced man and hed been on duy ever
since he left Belfast Lough onthe 1% January,
never having been to bed. The Needles light is
red, and a pilot's light would be bright. Witness
saw the light before the ship struck, and could
see it was red. A lifeboat came to their
assstance bu returned, thinking they could na
reat the ship. Witness was of opinion they
could have dore so. It was a poor attempt. The
deceased lived close to Dundee

In reply to questions the Coroner and foreman
of the jury, witness sid he dtributed the vess
coming on shore to the foggy state of the day
and to the catain's mistake & to the paosition o
the ves=l and the nature of the light; he did na
think she was anywhere nea the Isle of Wight.
He was a man o gred experience but greatly
fatigued. He did his best to save life and the
ship. Coud nda acount for the captain
mistaking the Needles light for the pilot's, bu
that he redly did so was shown by his ordering
them to get realy blue lights and aline to get the
pilot on bard. Had noideahow the mate came
by the marks on hs face; he probably struck hi
chin in going overboard. There was no
disagreament between the men and the officers;
they were dl on friendy terms. Witnesswas of
the opinion that the lifeboat could of taken them
off in safety. The aew might nat have thought
so , kecause of the surf, bu there was a good lee
side to the vessl.

Charles Campbell said he lived at Greenock,
and was engaged as boatswain's mate on bard
the Irex. This was her first voyage. On Friday
witnesswas on duy the whaole night. There was
a heavy sea. They saw the Portland light that
night. He went below at 6:00pm on Saturday,
and soon afterwards head the cdl, 2All hands on
dedk.° He went up a once and the deceased
gave him orders to set the outer jib. Was doing
so when she struck, and then came off the
forecastle. Then saw one of the boats washed
away and head someone calling for help, and



looked over and saw aman in aboat. Could na
seewho it was, bu knew it was the deceased's
voice Witness had sailed with hm before, bu
not with the captain.

In reply to the Coroner, witness sid he was

of opinion that the catain dd all that he could
during the gale, and that al the aew performed
their duty to the best of their power.
Questioned by Mr. Reason, ae of the jury,
witness sid he did na hea one of the crew
request the captain to heave the ship to for the
night. Never heard the catain say he would run
her on the #white walls® The men were on
friendly terms with the aptain.

The foreman said there were rumours to the
contrary.

The Coroner, in summing up, said the jury
had paid great attention to the evidence. As far
as he was cgpable of judging, the two men o the
Irex had made their statements in a very
satisfadory manner. They appeared to have
given al the information in their power. The
cgptain of the Irex seamed to have paid much
attention to his duties. The evidence showed he
never went to bed at al since the ship left
Belfast. No douli the poa fellow did make a
mistake asto thelight. It seamed thiswas a pure
acddent. No one could prevent it, and no lbame
was attachable to any one. They must not pay
attention to any rumours which were drculated
on such accasions as these. The duty of the jury
was to be guided by the evidence He did na
think there was any other course to adopt than to
return a verdict that the deceased's life was lost
acadentally.

The Foremen said he had heard there was a
man on bard who had been ou past the Needles
lots of times, bu the Coroner said they could na
go into that.

In reply to a question by one of the jury, P.S.
Matthews <sid there were several other
witnesses, bu they could na say any more than
these had.

Mr. Spilman, o the wmastguard, said a
mistake had been made &ou the rocket
apparatus. The first man was bought ashore &
threeo'clock and nd four.

Mr. Reason said they could find dfferent
evidenceto that which had been heard non. One
of the ship's crew told him that they asked the
cgptain to pu bak. He swore, and said he
would nd, bu that he would run the lot into the
avhite wall s.°

The Coroner: It is nat likely he would talk to
aman in that way.

The jury returned a verdict of @Accidentaly
drowned.

THE CONDUCT OF THE TOTLAND
BAY LIFEBOAT CREW AT THE

WRECK OF THE IREX
Asreoorded in ou narrative of the wred of the
Irex, the Totland Bay lifeboat put out and hed
the advantage of being towed by a stean calli er,
the Hampshire, to within abou 300 yards of the
ill -fated vessl, bu to the terrible disappantment
of the poa fellows on baard the Irex, and to the
utter astoundment of the spectators on the diffs,
it stopped short on its errand d mercy, and
returned to shore withou accomplishing its life
saving misgon. How was this? Idland lifeboats
+ naably those of Brooke and Brighstone + have
ere now faced more fearful odds than any which
the Totland Bay crew had to encourter on this
occasion; but they have gone heroicdly forward
and have acomplished their work of rescue.
There is no mistaking the fact that the conduct of
the Totland lifeboat men on this Sunday has
given rise to a wnsiderable anourt of indignant
feding in the neighbouhood, and the Royal
National Lifeboat Institution owe it to
themselves and the nole service they control,
and which the world has come to regard as one
of the glories of England, to institute asearching
inqury into the falure of the lifeboat crew at
Totland Bay to go forward to the rescue of thirty
poa shipwredked souls in imminent peril of
deah within afew hundred yards of them.

AN INTERVIEW WITH ONE OF THE
LIFEBOAT CREW
A corresponcent, who hes had an interview with
one of the lifeboat crew, writes to us as foll ows:
There were, | am informed, 15 men in the
lifeboat + 12 at the oars, ore & the bow, and two
coxswains, the first coxswain being Mr, Stone,
chief boatman (coastguard) at Totland Bay. The
crew was compased of coastguardmen and locd
watermen. The captain of the Hampshire stean
colli er, who aded nolly, towed the boat outside
the lighthouse and to within abou 300 yards of
the wredk, and let go. The boat was then puled
abou a 100 yards neaer the wredk, when a
heary sea cane, which frightened some of the
crew, and the wmxswain then gave the order to
pull towards the steamer to be taken in tow



again. @We oould have gore and taken the poor
men off withou any danger,® said my informant.
4t was rough, bu only just rough enough to call

out the stuff which lifeboat crews are suppcsed
to be made of. A good fishing boat could have
dore it.° After being taken in tow again by the
colli er the rope got hung up roundthe propeller,
and the boat was driven in unde the stern, in
consequence of which it had to be cast adrift
again. @Did you then try to reach the wred? |

inqured. aNo? was the reply; ave got no

encouragement from the coxswain. We were
waiti ng abou there for about a quarter of an hou
looking at it, and then the wllier took us in tow
again and towed us to Totland. One of the aew
+ a @astguardman + said ‘ Are we Englishmen to
leave those poa fell ows clinging to the rigging.'
° AVhen we got back to shore,® my informant

continued, 2ashamed enough some of us were to
think that we, lifeboatmen as we were, shoud
have come badk like that; but we were not al to
blame. Some of us wanted to go onand would
have faced anything, bu the maority were
frightened as osonasthey saw alittle sea Every
one on the diff was expeding to see us take
bad the crew, and we could have saved them
and been badk by half-past two; but, as | have
said, we hadnt a word of encouragement from
the amxswain from the time we started to the
time we got bak. Mr. Seely was there, and
through him a number of the Brooke lifeboat
crew, who were dso present, offered their
services, bu the offer was not accepted.° 4sthe
boat one of the Institution lifeboats™ | inquired.
aShe is,° was the reply, 2and a splendid bcet she

is, fit to go anywhere. It wasn't the boat's fault,

sir. Could she have spoken she would have said;
‘Go orl Go onl Save them! Save them!" 2And

if an inqury were held? | asked, %houd you

have aty hesitation in stating that, in your
opinion, you could have readched the ship and
saved the crew? aNo hesitation at all ,° was the

reply. 2Yousee, dir, in being towed ou we had
a dance that doesn't often happen. WE were
quite fresh, and if we had tried we @uld have
dore it, bu we didnt try. One of the poor
fellows who was on the wreck afterwards told
me that when they saw the lifeboat coming out
they set up a cheer as well as they could, and
waved bankets, and sad ‘ Here wmes the
lifeboat! God Hdessher!" and then when they saw
us turn badk, he uldn't describe what their
fedings were. Let me say again that all honou

is due to cgptain of that collier. The sea was
washing his decks, bu he stood by, and dd all
he woud, brave heart!® | have leaned that
amongst the lifeboat men who wanted to go on
were young Jaab Cotton, who worthily bears a
name honoued in the Island lifeboat service
q_addie® Caloway, C. Caloway, W. Saunders,

Simmonds, and Frank Hayman. It seems evident
that what is wanted at Totland Bay is a thorough
re-organisation d the lifeboat crew, who shoud
be systematicdly practised, and daced uncer a
management similar to that which works
splendidly at Brooke axd Brighstone, whose
crews have made for themselves names of glory
in ou Island annals. | know what a friend the
lifeboat service has in the Cournty Press and in
sending this communicaion to you my eanest
hope is that the pulicity given to it may lead to
such steps as will prevent the reaurrence of such
a melanchay spectade & that which Totland
Bay witnessed onthe occasion unakr natice.

As al the information kearing on the subjed
shoud be made known, we puli sh the foll owing
letter which we have received from anacther
correspondent, who states that he was present on
the occasion, and that he knows the tides abou
Totland Bay from seven yeas aqjuaintance in
yadts and bats. 1. The lifeboat could
undoultedly have got into Scratchell's Bay, bu
even if it had been lucky enough to grapple the
ship, it is very douldful whether it would ever
have rowed ou again against such a wind and
sea and the alditional weight of 30 men. 2.The
tug which appeared off Alum Bay from Cowes
could have come out on the éb abou 3:00pm
and rendered valuable asgstance by droppng the
lifeboat down under the yards of the ship, when
the sail ors could probably have dropped by ropes
into her; but the tug never ventured ou; and this
wants an explanation. 3.1t also wants to be
explained how it is that the ship was not
discovered before, as her green starboard light
was even hurning al Sunday. It would nd,
probably, be visible from the Needlles, bu it
would by a mastguard onthe diff. And it was
several hous after daylight before he received
natice 4. The ship was abou 400 yards from
the Fort, which is abou 300ft. high.




